Samantha (von Hoene) Villanueva-Meyer
Sonoma, CA | (713) 443-2321| samantha.vonhoene@gmail.com 

Former Chief Legal and Chief Compliance Officer with strong experience providing strategic and practical legal and operational advice to high-growth companies (private and public), specializing in building strategic frameworks of legal and compliance risk management that address core business needs and supporting executives and business teams on key risk tolerance and mitigation strategies. Demonstrated leadership and passion for corporate responsibility as well as strategic commercial and capital deals. Prior to legal career, specialized in math, science and engineering education initiatives at the state and national level.

EXPERIENCE

Eversheds Sutherland LLP | Strategic Client Advisor | San Francisco, CA 		                      October 2022 – Present 

· Advise on strategic initiatives and innovative training for international law firm’s executive committee, partners, associates and counsel. 
· Build client relationship frameworks that integrate the needs of in-house legal counsels with efficient, thoughtful, quality external counsel work product and guidance for private and public companies of all sizes. 

Enjoy Technology Inc. | Chief Compliance Officer | Palo Alto, CA 		                      April 2021 – October 2022

· Compliance Training, Process and Protocols: Built compliance framework to meet the needs of growing public company’s regulatory and legal requirements, including rigorous policy management protocols, mandatory training requirements, global whistleblower standardization, enhanced investigatory protocols, and ethics and integrity foundations. Implemented appropriate and business-friendly changes per regulatory and case law shifts and managed communications and internal and external impacts of such. 
· Risk Management and Mitigation: Lead company’s first enterprise risk assessment and management plan process. Imbedded active risk management and mitigation tone and actions throughout cross-functional leaders and teams within the business. Responsible for successful completion of all partner-required audits (PCI, SOC, AUP) as well as compliance enterprise level controls within SOX in close collaboration with Finance. 
· Business Integration: Worked closely with all areas of the business to effectuate trainings and proper process that had global business impact and aligned to internal and external standards. 

Enjoy Technology Inc. | Chief Legal Officer | Palo Alto, CA 		                      October 2018 – April 2021 
Prior Roles at Enjoy Include: Head of Legal Affairs (Sept. 2015-Sept. 2016), General Counsel (Sept. 2016- Oct. 2018)
· Strategic Commercial and Capital Deals: Provided counsel to business teams, executives and board members on complex corporate initiatives, including potential financing, investments, partnerships, commercial transactions, brand and reputational issues, risk assessments and legal and compliance matters. Lead legal through closure of the merger agreement with SPAC in 2021 as well as various other diligence and deal rounds on the financing and commercial side. Lead all legal commercial negotiations for all major partnerships, including multi-year committed revenue deals with AT&T, BT/EE, Rogers and Apple. Also responsible for legal review of all vendor, commercial and licensing deals. 
· Matter Management: Managed outside counsel and internal team in connection with various transactional and administrative matters while managing an efficient legal and compliance budget and was responsible for global legal P&L. Experienced in counsel selection and RFPs, rate negotiation, quality control requirements, and trial vs. settlement (and/or arbitration) evaluations as well as overall strategy of matter management. Trained external counsel on templates when possible to minimize expense. Leveraged network contacts to ensure best counsel representation at best rates. 
· Cross-Functional Alignment: Experienced in leading various legal and compliance initiatives that required cross-functional work including data privacy, external audit, partnerships, labor and employment, marketing, and intellectual property. Strong business partnership with all internal teams to mitigate risk and encourage growth. Became “go-to” advisor for business in multiple areas. Built, supervised and trained internal team of six legal and compliance professionals in connection with duties and responsibilities as well as business risk analysis and guidance. 
Various Roles| Legal Intern and Extern | San Francisco, CA	                                             May 2013 – Sept. 2014
· Stamos Capital Partners (May 2014- Sept. 2014) Created and implemented legal and business strategy proposals, cross-functional team alignment to implement new policies and procedures for the firm as well as philanthropic giving plans. 
· Sideman and Bancroft LLP (July 2013 – May 2014) Developed databases and programs to assist and monitor trademark and copyright anti-counterfeiting efforts for major international brands. Researched and drafted documents to secure intellectual property rights, including initial trademark filings and cease and desist letters. 
· Rathmell Saunders LLP (May 2013 – August 2013) Conferenced with clients and firm’s partners about cases, including various court proceedings. Researched various regulations and forms and aided in filings and other legal documentation. 

Rice University | Education Consultant | Houston, TX                                                         Jan. 2009 – May. 2015
· Developed engaging curriculum framework implementation plans for students and faculty in STEM classrooms. Lead other writers and consultants in development and implementation of programs across K-12 schools and districts in Texas and beyond. Full-time and Part-Time (while active classroom teaching and while in law school).

Additional prior work experience available upon request.



EDUCATION

University of California, Hastings College of the Law | J.D., May 2015	
· Co-Founder and President, UC Hastings Education Surrogates Program (HAYA)
· CALI Awards for highest score in Negotiation and Settlement course
· Publications Editor, Hastings Science and Technology Law Journal 
· Hastings Trial Team Competition Team Member and Coach

Instituto de Empresa | L.L.M.., International Business Law Semester Program, December 2014		
· Cohort leader and Start-Up Program advisor 
· EU business law focus 

Texas Tech University | B.S., Education and Mathematics, May 2007		
· Honors College Graduate 
· Howard Hughes Medical Institute Fellow 


BAR ADMISSION, AWARDS, PHILANTHROPIC ENGAGEMENT, and INTERESTS 

Active Bar Admission:  
State Bar of California, December 2015 to present. 

Recent Awards: 
· Silicon Valley Business Journal Women of Influence Award 2020 Winner
· Outstanding Elementary School Teacher of the Year; State of Texas 2010 

Recent Philanthropic Engagement: 
· Strategic Advisor Ms. JD (October 2022 – present) 
· Mentor Sonoma Valley Mentoring Alliance (May 2021 – present) 
· Board Member Sonoma Valley Museum of Art (February 2021-present) 
· Advisory Board Member UC Hastings Lex Lab (November 2019 – present) 
· GC Coach and Panelist Ms. JD (November 2019 – October 2022) 
· Advisory Board Member Velsa legal tech start-up (October 2022 – October 2023)
· President and Legal Chair The Princess Project Corporate Board (August 2015 – August 2019) 
· Co-founder and President UC Hastings Association for Youth Advocates (HAYA) (August 2013 - August 2015) 

Interests: Outdoor activities, Philanthropic work, Sports (football, F1, baseball) and Eating (favorites: BBQ, tex-mex, greek) 
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